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“COWARD!“_PETER FREDERIKSEN JANUARY 17 — MaRcH 11, 2023

I FEAR THAT I'VE PAINTED MYSELF INTO A CORNER. I’VE BEEN WORKING IN A SPECIFIC STYLE FOR ALMOST FIVE YEARS
NOW, AND WHILE I WOULD ARGUE THAT I’'M STILL FINDING FRESH IDEAS INSPIRED BY 80-YEAR-OLD ANIMATION, I'M ALSO
VERY AWARE THAT THIS IS A FINITE WELL. ONE CAN ONLY DIG THROUGH THESE OLD CARTOONS FOR SO LONG, KNOWING THAT
I’'VE SEEN EACH ONE A HANDFUL OF TIMES ALREADY, HOPING TO STRIKE GOLD ON REPEATED VIEWINGS. COLLECTING BITS
AND PIECES FROM FILMS OLDER THAN MY PARENTS, FROM A DIFFERENT TIME AND MADE IN A DIFFERENT WORLD, HOPING TO
FIND USE FOR THEM LATER. COLLECTIONS OF FINGERS AND TOOLS AND WEAPONS AND ANIMALS, WAITING TO BE BASTARDIZED.

IT IS MY GREAT FORTUNE TO HAVE FOUND A MODICUM OF SUCCESS WITH THIS BODY OF WORK,
BUT I CAN’T HELP BUT QUESTION THAT SUCCESS: IS IT FOR THE THREADS I'M PULLING AT,
R FOR THE IMAGERY I’'M REFERENCING? HAVE I JUST REINFORCED THAT PEOPLE LOVE
THESE CHARACTERS THAT HAVE ALREADY STOOD THE TEST OF TIME? OR ARE OTHERS SEEING
WHAT I’M CLAIMING TO SEE?

AM T A COWARD FOR QUESTIONING MYSELF IN THIS WAY AND CONTINUING ON ANYWAY OUT
OF FEAR OF FAILURE OR REJECTION?

YES.

“COWARD!” IS A COLLECTION OF NINETEEN NEW WORKS MADE IN 2022, EMBROIDERIES AND
EMBROIDERY ON JACQUARD WEAVING, EXPLORING MY COWARDICE. THEY'RE ABOUT THE FEAR
OF LOSING. THEY'RE ABOUT FINDING SHORTCUTS AND TAKING THEM. THEY'RE ABOUT
LEAVING THINGS UNFINISHED IN AN EFFORT TO AVOID FINALITY. THEY'RE ABOUT WORRYING
TO THE POINT OF TYING YOURSELF UP IN KNOTS.

"PAINTED MYSELF INTO A

FINDING AND TAKING SHORTCUTS CAN FEEL COWARDLY, ALBEIT EFFICIENT. IN “GOING EASY corNER." 2022

n F
ON MYSELF.”, AN ARCHER TAKES A SHORTCUT TO GUARANTEEING SUCCESS BY STANDING VERY 0355?3;;?“2§ﬁ§£§$iMETB§8L§E?Z
CLOSE TO HIS MARK. SIMILARLY, IN “I KNOW WHAT I’'M DOING, I'VE PLAYED THIS GAME UNIQUE

BEFORE.”, A CHILD'S GAME IS MADE INTO AN EASILY-WINNABLE TARGET. NO MATTER THE PRIZE, THE GOAL IS TO NOT LOSE.

SPREAD THROUGHOUT, SIX PIECES SHOW TREES IN VARYING STAGES OF BEING CHOPPED DOWN, WORK STARTED BUT
UNFINISHED. SOME STANDING STRONG; SOME TEETERING ON FALLING OVER; SOME DEFYING GRAVITY ALTOGETHER, THESE
TREES ARE DENIED GROWTH AND PURPOSE AT ONCE, PERPETUALLY STUCK IN TRANSITION.

DESPITE THE SUSPENSION OF GROWTH ELSEWHERE, SOME SLIGHT BRANCHING OUT HAS OCCURRED. DISPLAYED FOR THE FIRST
TIME ARE THREE LARGER WORKS IN A NEW MEDIUM: EMBROIDERIES ON JACQUARD WEAVINGS, IMAGES OF HANDS KNOTTED AND
WOVEN, CONSIDERING THE WORST-POSSIBLE OUTCOMES.

IN THE WOULD-BE TITULAR PIECE, “PAINTED MYSELF INTO A CORNER.”, A BLANK CANVAS SITS IN FRONT OF A NEWLY-SET
SUN, AND IN PLACE OF A CAPTURED SUNSET IS AN ACCUSATION, “COWARD!” PAINTED IN CURSIVE. HAS THE SUN SET ON
MY CONCEPT? ON ME? AND AM I SMART OR BRAVE ENOUGH AN ARTIST TO FIND OUT?

ForR NOw, I'M A COWARD.

"GOING EASY ON MYSELF." 2022 “HACKING IT.” 2022 “GOTTEN KNOTTED.” 2022
FREEMOTION MACHINE EMBROIDERY FREEMOTION MACHINE EMBROIDERY FREEMOTION MACHINE EMBROIDERY ON JACQUARD WEAVING,
ON LINEN, 20x25,5 cm | 8x10 IN ON LINEN, 20x15 cm | 8x6 IN 50,8x76.,2 cm | 20x30 1n UNIQUE
UNIQUE UNIQUE
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