PaoLo CAVINATO: BEHIND THE CURTAINS
By ELISABETTA BoLASCO

PAoLO CAVINATO’S ARTISTIC EXPRESSION SEEMS TO REFER, EVEN
IF ONLY IMPLICITLY, TO THE PHILOSOPHIC REASONING ACCORDING
TO WHICH SPACE AND TIME ARE FORMS A PRIORI. HIS WORKS
BEGINS WITH SPACE, NECESSARILY INCLUDES TIME, AND AIMS TO
REACH THE SO-CALLED FIFTH DIMENSION, THAT OF THE SPIRIT
AND INFINITY. THE ARTIST BEGINS HIS WORK 1IN THE
OBJECTIVE, QUANTIFIABLE WORLD IN ORDER TO ARRIVE AT
SOMETHING THAT GOES BEYOND IT, A HIGHER LEVEL.

HE CONSTRUCTS REALISTIC, YET IMAGINARY, PLACES, PLAYING
WITH PERCEPTION. EVERYDAY OBJECTS BECOME A PART OF AN
ABSTRACT, SYNTHETIC UNIVERSE IN WHICH THEY ASSUME A
DIFFERENT MEANING, AND WHERE SPACE IS COMPOSED, DEFORMS
AND MUTATES CONTINUOUSLY. THE RATIONAL PERCEPTION OF FORMS
IN SPACE ALLOWS HIM TO STUDY THESE ELEMENTS’ POSITION IN
DETAIL SO AS TO COMPOSE PARALLEL UNIVERSES THROUGH WHICH
HE CAN PROJECT HIS OWN INTERIOR WORLD. THUS, 1IN HIS
“RESEARCH”, CONCEIVED AS A UNIQUE IMAGINARY ROOM

REPRODUCED ACCORDING TO THE FOUR ORTHOGONAL PROJECTIONS,
THE BLACK BACKGROUND BEHIND THE WHITE LUMINOUS THREADS
CREATES A SORT OF DARK ROOM, A THRESHOLD BETWEEN PERCEIVED
REALITY AND ITS IMAGINARY COUNTERPART. THE SPACE
CONTAINED IN HIS WORKS IS A MENTAL SPACE, WHILE THE
OBJECTS THAT COMPOSE IT ARE ABSTRACTIONS OF REAL
ARTIFACTS. NOTHING IS AS IT APPEARS, EVERYTHING IS

CONSTANTLY QUESTIONED, SET IN LIMBO.
WITHIN 1, 2014

WOOD, IRON, FLUOROCARBON LINE, ACRYLIC,
PLEXIGLASS, 140x140x20 cm / 55%”x55%”x8"” SUBCONSCIOUSLY INVOLVED IN AN ANAMORPHIC GAME 1IN

OBSERVING CAVINATO’S WORKS, THE SPECTATOR FINDS HIMSELF

WHICH HETEROGENEOUS ELEMENTS ARE COMPOSED, REPEATED
AND TRANSFORMED, CREATING SYMMETRICAL, ABSTRACT PLACES WHICH ARE HARMONIOUS YET AMBIGUOUS, FAMILIAR YET
STRANGE, EMPTY AND ASCETIC. THESE NON-PLACES PROVOKE A SENSE OF EXPECTATION, OF SUSPENSE.
EVERYTHING TENDS TOWARDS THE INFINITE, TOWARDS AN ABSOLUTE, METAPHYSICAL DIMENSION IN WHICH THE I BECOMES
ETERNAL AND EMBRACES THE TRUE ESSENCE OF BEING. THIS ABSTRACTION THEREFORE BEGINS IN THE CONCRETE REALITY OF
THE WORLD AROUND IT, PRECARIOUS, ILLUSORY, IN CONTINUOUS MOVEMENT AND SUBJECT TO THE FUTURE. THE MATTER
CREATES A FLOW THAT OPENS ITSELF TO TIME AND EXPANDS IN VIEW OF THE INFINITE.
FROM THE DETAIL TO THE OVERVIEW, FROM A MODULE TO A SERIES, HIS UNIVERSES CONTAIN ELEMENTS OF ALCHEMY,
RELIGION, METAPHYSICS, MATHEMATICS AND GEOMETRY THAT, IN HIS WORKS, ARE HARMONIOUSLY SYNTHESISED. THE
TRADITION OF PERSPECTIVE SO TYPICAL OF WESTERN CULTURE MEETS THE MORE TWO-DIMENSIONAL AND ICONOCLASTIC
AESTHETIC OF THE EASTERN WORLD, DEFINING A STATE OF EQUILIBRIUM THAT IS OPEN TO MULTIPLE INTERPRETATIONS.
THE WORLD AS WE SEE IT IS
NOTHING BUT THE REFLECTION OF
AN IDEAL  WORLD  THAT LIES
BEYOND THE REALM OF
PERCEPTION. AN INVISIBLE VEIL,
A SCREEN, DIVIDES THESE TWO
WORLDS AND HIS WORKS PRESENT
THEMSELVES AS BRIDGES, AS
IMAGINARY, MULTIDIMENSIONAL
FORMS, MULTISENSORY THAT CAN

DETAIL:

INTERIOR PROJECTION 13,
2014, woOD, ALUMINUM,
FLUOROCARBON LINE, ACRYLIC,
PLEXIGLASS

77x77 cm / 304”x30%”




BE FELT AND PASSED THROUGH. THE
INSTALLATIONS INTERACT BETWEEN
THEMSELVES, AND WITH THE SPECTATOR,
WORKING THROUGH TRANSPARENT LEVELS,
PLAYING WITH THE ALTERNATION OF
CONCRETE  AND ILLUSORY ELEMENTS T0
CREATE IMAGINARY PROJECTIONS THAT OUR
SENSES ARE CALLED TO ELABORATE. THE
IMAGES DEFINED IN THIS WAY MOVE
CONTINUOUSLY, SUMMONING THE FOURTH

DIMENSION AND BREAKING THROUGH THE

PRoTECTION {f1, 2014 DIVIDE, GOING BEYOND THE FRONTIERS OF
WOOD, IRON, ACRYLIC, 270x240x210H cmM / 106”x95“x83"
THE SWATCH ART PEACE HOTEL GUEST ARTIST PROGRAM, SHANGHAI TIME AND SPACE.

THE IMAGE ASSUMES ITS OWN LIFE AND THE
I ACQUIRES A NEW CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE
SELF, ART AND LIFE MEET AND NURTURE
THEMSELVES IN TURN.

SEAL 1 - SILVER, 2014
CARDBOARD, 75x105 cm / 29,5”x41"”

SEAL {2 - GoLD, 2014
CARDBOARD, 75x105 cm / 29,5”x41”

PaoLo CAVINATO (1975, AsoLA - ITALY). LIVES AND WORKS IN MANTOVA (ITALY) AND COPENAGHEN (DK).

LiBRATION 79, 2014,
WOOD, ALUMINUM,
FLUOROCARBON LINE,
ACRYLIC, PLEXIGLASS
77x77 cm / 30%”x30%”
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