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Born in 1974 (Italy). Lives and works in London (United Kingdom) 
 

After studying at The School of Art, Architecture and Design at the London Metropolitan University (London), Leonardo Ulian took 

his BA degree in Fine Art with a specialization in time-based media and sculpture (2009). 
 

Known for his “Technological Mandalas”, or labyrinth-like patchworks of electronic components of various shapes and colours, 

created from microchips, motherboards, and transistors, to audio speakers and copper cables, intricately soldered together in complex 

geometric patterns. The impression is that of being in front of a microcosmic network, a pulsating nervous system able to connect and 

delineate new macrocosmic perspectives. 

 

His current artistic research speaks of connections, demolition and reconstruction through the manipulation of common objects but 

with a characterizing evocative power. He is interested in sacred geometry, symbolism and sound research which he incorporates in 

his artifacts and which sometimes also come to life in interactive installations.  

He says of himself: "In part, in my artistic research there is still a childish desire to reconstruct, ideally in my own way, those toys that 

I loved to dismantle as a child...  

I like to move within a space of rules that I define, and the playful aspect of the artifacts I create is an important requirement for 

establishing a connection with the observer. " 

 

His selected exhibitions including solo shows in Italy at The Flat – Massimo Carasi, Milan; at Beers Gallery, London UK; at VOLTA 

NY, New York, USA; at The Moving Cube and The Byron Collection, Berlin, Germany. 
 

He has taken part in international residencies, events, performances, curatorial and Museum exhibitions. 

In 2019 his work has been selected for the 251st Royal Academy summer show in London and for the ‘Himalaya Revealed’, Tibetan 

Contemporary Art Exhibition at IFS Centre in Chengdu, (China).  

In 2017 he was invited by the Sharjah Art Museum, at ‘Impact’ a Group exhibition part of the Islamic art Festival 2018, Sharjah 

(United Arab Emirates), where he realized his largest site-specific installation. In 2017 he was invited at ‘Forever Never Comes’, 

curated by Lapo Simeoni at Museo Archeologico e d´Arte della Maremma, Grosseto, Italy. In 2015 he has exhibited at Toile de Jouy 

Museum, Château de l'Églantine, (France), and at the Tartu Art Museum, Tartu, (Estonia). 
 

He has been collected by: Prince Alex von Fürstenberg, Allegrini Estates, fashion house Hermes of Paris International, Fidelity 

Worldwide Investments and a number of prestigious private collections internationally. 
 

His work has also been commissioned for the Brock Street Facebook building in London (2021);  by Tableau Headquarters, London 

UK, OpenAI (AI research company, discovering and enacting the path to safe artificial general intelligence) Silicon Valley, San 

Francisco, USA (2016) and WIRED magazine (2015). In 2014 takes part in a special project ‘Ex libris’ for Hermès' Paris, France and 

at the ‘A sense of Things’, Zabludowicz Collection, London, (UK). 
 

CV 
 

COLLECTIONS 

GALILAs Collection, Brussels, Belgium 

Prince Alex von Fürstenberg, Beverly Hills, CA, Usa 

Allegrini Estates,Valpolicella, Italy 

Hermes of Paris International,  France 

Fidelity Worldwide Investments  

Tableau Headquarters, London UK 

OpenAI, Silicon Valley, San Francisco, USA  

CSET, Georgetown University Washington DC, USA 
 

SOLO SHOWS 

2022       Shapes of Worlds of Shapes,  The Flat – Massimo Carasi, Milan (Italy)  

2019  Perpetual Nexus, The Flat – Massimo Carasi, Milan (Italy)  

2017  Real Reality, Beers London Gallery, London (UK) 

2016  Devotion, Utopian State of Mind, The Concept Space and aquabitArt in association with The Moving Cube and The Byron  

 Collection, Berlin, Germany 

2015  Technological mandala 48 – Eye of Pula, Singular gallery, Pula (Croatia) 

  Leonardo Ulian, VoltaNY, booth The Flat - Massimo Carasi, New York, USA 

2014  Tesla remixed, The Flat – Massimo Carasi, Milan (Italy) 

2013  Sacred space, Beers.Lambert gallery, London, (Uk) 

2010  Flames, Roses and Wires, Shift Gallery, London (UK) 

2009  Iperuranio, Kobo Shop gallery space, Udine (Italy)  
   

GROUP EXHIBITIONS  

2022  Arte tra le Calli, Associazione [A], a cura di Rosella Zentilin, Marano Lagunare, Italy 

  Cyclophilia, Kunsthalle Wilhelmshaven, Germany 

               Overdose. Design Art From the Galila Barzilai Hollander Collection. Design Museum Holon, Israel 

2021  Cheers Lhasa, Jebum-Gang Art Center – Lhasa, Tibet 

2020  Altitude Syndrome, Tihho art gallery, Shanghai, China 
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 And thence we came forth to see again the stars, The Flat – Massimo Carasi, Milan (Italy) 

2019  RA Summer show,  selected for the 251st Royal Academy summer show in London 

  Himalaya Revealed, Tibetan Contemporary Art Exhibition at IFS Centre in Chengdu, (China)  

2017  Impact, Sharjah Art Museum, Group exhibition part of the Islamic art Festival 2018, Sharjah (United Arab Emirates)    

               Matter Matters, The Flat – Massimo Carasi, Milan (Italy) 

  Summer Exhibition, The Concept Space, London (UK) 

2016  Spirit Mandala, The Scorching Sun Art Lab, Lhasa, Tibet 

  Mind Mandala (was Spirit mandala) travels to Shanghai 

2015  OUT THERE, group show with Michael Bevilacqua - Paolo Cavinato - Michelangelo Penso - Leonardo Ulian, The Flat –      

               Massimo Carasi, Milano (Italy) 

  On the Toile, Toile de Jouy Museum, Château de l'Églantine, (France) 

  Youth Mode, Tartu Art Museum, Estonia 

2014  4 tales from the belly of the whale, The Flat – Massimo Carasi, Milan (Italy) 

 A sense of Things, Zabludowicz Collection, London, (UK) 

2013 Medley, Chicago Urban Art Society, Chicago, (US) 

 Kinetic art fair, London, (Uk) 

2012 Timewave Zero, Espacio Valverde, Madrid, (Spain)  

 Motion 1, Residency at SyZ.y.gy Art Space, London (UK) 

 Bow Art Open Show 2012, Bermondsey Project Space, London (UK) 

2011 Phantasmagoria, O2 Centre, London (UK) 

 Sluice Art Fair, London * with Shift gallery (UK) 

 Condensation, Immaginare il tempo, Borgo storico di Clauiano (Italy) 

2009 Umlaut, Hales Gallery, London (UK) 

 Spegni la TV (Switch off the TV), Kobo shop gallery space, Udine (Italy) 

 Three by Three (4), Exhibitions in Yinka Shonibare’s new space at Sunbury House, London (UK) 

 Turbulence, The Foundry, London (UK) 

2008 Who is Stice Boris?, Villa Florio, Pavia di Udine (Italy) 

 The museum of stolen art, No Id gallery, Shoreditch, London (UK) 

2007 Innersense, Etc Gallery, Hackney, London (UK) 

2005 Time runs, Gallery in the Crypt, St Martin in the Field, London (UK) 

       

SPECIAL PROJECT / ACQUISITION 

2022      Leonardo Ulian and the graphic designer Roberto Rosolin created official image of  the International  FEFF  

              Far East Film Festival 24, Udine, Italy 

2021 Permanent site specific installation for one of the Headquarters offices of Facebook, London, UK 

2020      Commissioned work for the MGH/HST Athinoula A.  Martinos Center for Biomedical Imaging, which combines Harvard 

 Medical School and MIT and Mass General Hospital, Charlestown, Massachusetts, USA: TM 153 – Synaptic intersection,  

              Electronic components, copper wire, electrical parts and other components supplied by the MIT, 36 inches x 36 inches. 

2019 Commissioned work for the BlackRock collection, Taiwan: Techno Atlas 01 (world map), Electronic components, copper 

 wires, shellac, paper, wood frame. 
 Permanent work for the headquarters of the Eversource company, Boston, USA: T M 143 – Flowing Energy,  Electronic  

                components, copper wire, electrical parts and other components supplied by the company itself, wood frame, 90 x 40 inches.  

 Site specific installation, IFS Antiquity plaza and L7 Art Gallery, Chengdu, China: Technological Mandala 140, Electronic 

 components, copper wire, translucent perspex, brass wire, turnbuckle, 5×3 mt. 

2018 Commissioned work for the BlackRock collection, Palo Alto, USA : Techno Atlas – San Francisco Bay. 

 Permanent work for the headquarters of the Mathworks company, Natick, Massachusetts, USA: Technological Mandala 131  

               – Blooming Mind, Electronic components, copper wire, wood frame, 2.40×1.46 mt. 

 Permanent work for the headquarters meeting room of the Jet-Electronics company, Schäftlarn, Germany: 

 TM 106 - Nexus – World map made with electronic components, copper wire, microchip, plywood panel 2.30×1.30 mt. 

         2017 Site specific installation at Sharjah Art Musem: Technological Mandala 120 – Joint Space, Electronic components, copper 

 wire, translucent perspex, brass wire, turnbuckle,  7×2.8 mt,  

2017 Permanent work for the headquarters of the Tableau company, London:  Technological mandala 94 – The Mesh. Electronic          

 components, copper wire, mirror screws, 3.10 mt x 2 mt. 

2016 Garden of Eden, commissioned artworks by OpenAl-Silicon Valley-San Francisco, USA: Electronic components, copper wire, 

 mirror screws 3×3 Mt. 

2014 AM-PM for HERMES on the site of Hermes in the ex libris Hermes Paris: Technologic Mandala for Hermes, 2014 , Electric 

 components, copper wire, wood frame, plexiglass, 100×100 cm. 

    

RESIDENCIES 

Rave East Village Artist Residency with the guest Artist Adrian Paci, Trivignano Udinese, 2011 (Italy). 
 

AWARDS 

2009 Owen Rowley Award, London (UK) 

2000 Stamps of the XX century (national prize), Udine (Italy) 
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EVENTS AND PERFORMANCES 

2009 The ICA ‘Figures of Speech’ Gala 2009, The Apathy Band performance, London (UK) 

2008 Terminal Jam, The Apathy Band performance at the Beaconsfield Late event at the Tate Britain, London (UK) 

 Event Horizon, The Apathy Band performing at the Royal Academy of Arts, London (UK)             

 The Apathy Band Live at ZKM Museum, performance with Bob and Roberta Smith and the German incarnation of the  

              Apathy             

 Band within the retrospective of Paul Thek at the ZKM Museum,Karlsruhe (Germany) 

2007 The Really Super Market, Art and Food, MIMA (Middlesbrough Institute of Contemporary Art), Middlesbrough (UK) 
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